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Senate, April 16, 2018 
 
The Committee on Judiciary reported through SEN. DOYLE of 
the 9th Dist. and SEN. KISSEL of the 7th Dist., Chairpersons of 
the Committee on the part of the Senate, that the substitute bill 
ought to pass. 
 

 
 
 AN ACT CONCERNING THE FEASIBILITY OF ESTABLISHING 
OPIOID INTERVENTION COURTS IN THE STATE.  

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General 
Assembly convened: 
 

Section 1. (Effective from passage) (a) The Chief Court Administrator 1 

or his or her designee, in consultation with the Chief Public Defender, 2 

Chief State's Attorney and the dean of The University of Connecticut 3 

School of Law, or their respective designees, shall study the feasibility 4 

of establishing one or more courts that specialize in the hearing of 5 

criminal or juvenile matters in which a defendant is an opioid-6 

dependent person, who could benefit from intensive court monitoring 7 

and placement in a substance abuse treatment program. 8 

(b) The study shall include an examination of: (1) The testing of 9 

certain arrestees for opioid use and the timing of such testing, (2) 10 

innovative and different treatment placement options for opioid-11 

dependent arrestees, (3) the development of a rapid integration team 12 

of individuals who focus on meeting the treatment needs of opioid-13 



sSB483 File No. 524 

 

sSB483 / File No. 524  2 
 

dependent arrestees, (4) the development of judicial processes that 14 

include daily court monitoring of opioid-dependent arrestees, and (5) 15 

the use of curfews and electronic-monitoring tools as a means of 16 

facilitating success completion of a substance abuse treatment 17 

program. 18 

(c) The Chief Court Administrator, or his or her designee, shall 19 

report on the results of such study to the joint standing committee of 20 

the General Assembly having cognizance of matters relating to the 21 

judiciary, in accordance with the provisions of section 11-4a of the 22 

general statutes, not later than January 1, 2019. 23 

This act shall take effect as follows and shall amend the following 
sections: 
 

Section 1 from passage New section 
 
Statement of Legislative Commissioners:   

In Section 1(c), the phrase "to the joint standing committee of the 
General Assembly having cognizance of matters relating to the 
judiciary" was added for consistency with standard drafting 
conventions. 
 
JUD Joint Favorable Subst. -LCO  
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The following Fiscal Impact Statement and Bill Analysis are prepared for the benefit of the members 

of the General Assembly, solely for purposes of information, summarization and explanation and do 

not represent the intent of the General Assembly or either chamber thereof for any purpose. In 

general, fiscal impacts are based upon a variety of informational sources, including the analyst’s 

professional knowledge.  Whenever applicable, agency data is consulted as part of the analysis, 

however final products do not necessarily reflect an assessment from any specific department. 

 

OFA Fiscal Note 

 
State Impact: None  

Municipal Impact: None  

Explanation 

The bill requires the Judicial Department to study, in consultation 

with the Chief Public Defender, Chief State’s Attorney, and dean of 

UConn Law School, the feasibility of an opioid intervention court and 

does not result in a fiscal impact as the agencies can complete this 

study with existing staff. 

The Out Years 

State Impact: None  

Municipal Impact: None  
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AN ACT CONCERNING THE FEASIBILITY OF ESTABLISHING 
OPIOID INTERVENTION COURTS IN THE STATE.  

 
SUMMARY 

The Office of Legislative Research does not analyze Special Acts. 

COMMITTEE ACTION 

Judiciary Committee 

Joint Favorable 
Yea 40 Nay 0 (03/28/2018) 

 


